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really was amusing! A sumptuous lunch, sent by the King
of Ormux came to increase the workers' satisfaction, as did
also the magnificent basket of fruit for Albuquerque which
he distributed equally all round,

It was the loth of October, 1507 -a < lay to be remembered.
For once the captains forgot their discontents and nobody
was quarrelling with anybody else!

While the building was in progress, Albuquerque over-
hauled his fleet, He was careful to beach no more than one
ship at a time, as lie did not entirely trust his dear friend
Cogeatar. "I careened my ships,0 lie writes with satis-
faction, "and scraped them, and fitted them out with all
things necessary. . . . They were as trim and as seaworthy
and well-equipped as if they had left the Lisbon dockyard!'*
We are told that this gave him almost as much pleasure as
the victory he had won, Albuquerq ue had at heart a. seaman's
love for ships,

The fortress of Socotra had also to be remembered.
Provisions there might well be running out. He decided to
send Manuel Teles to its relief as soon as he could be spared,
The latter;s ship, Rey Pcqucno, was therefore loaded up with
stores, not forgetting medicines and food suitable for in-
valids (Socotra was no health resort). Young Manuel, who
was already tired of fortress building, sighed to be released.

Meanwhile the Shah of Persia at Tabriz got wind of the
strange happenings at Ormuz. He wondered what was
going to happen to his tribute. Better send for it at once!

A Persian ambassador appeared upon the mainland op-
posite Ormuz. Not sure if it would be wise to cross, from
there he ordered Cogeatar to pay,

In great agitation, Cogeatar and Rasnoradin sought
Albuquerque. The Shah knew that Ormu/* had surrendered
to Portugal, and yet he asked for tribute. What was to be
done? " Leave him to me!" ordered Albuquerque, " I will
answer him for you. You are now the vassals of the King of
Portugal and need fear no power on earth/1

He sent for a parcel of arrows, bullets and cannon balls